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In a notice on p. 576 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 572-5. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and 
a list of Reports issued by the Colonial Office during the 
same period, will be found on pp. 570-1. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 

Sealed tenders for the supply of forage and straw for paillasses, for 
Citas te Us military services, during six months, from the 
of lst November, 1902, will be received until 
Paillasse’ 12.0clock noon, on Wednesday, the 24th day 
Siren of September, 1902, by the officers in charge of 

: the following districts :— 
Scottish District, Edinburgh; North Eastern District, York ; 
North Western District, Chester; Western District, Devonport ; 
Southern District, Portsmouth; South Eastern District, Dover ; 
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Salisbury Plain District, Tidworth House, Andover; Eastern 
District, Colchester ; Thames District, Chatham ; Woolwich 
District, Woolwich ; Home District, 23, Carlton House Terrace, 
S.W.; Aldershot District, Aldershot; also sealed tenders 
for the supply of forage and straw for paillasses, for militar 
services, during 12 months, from the lst November, 1902, will be 
received until 12 o’clock noon, on Wednesday, the Ist day of 
October, 1902, by the officers in charge of the following districts :— 
Belfast District, Belfast ; Dublin District, Dublin ; Cork District, 
Cork ; Curragh, Curragh Camp. 

Forms of tender and conditions of contract may be obtained on 
application at the above named district headquarter offices, by 
letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, or in person 
between the hours of 10 and 4 o’clock, and no tender will be 
entertained unless made upon the form so obtained. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered in time, at the above- 
named district offices, under sealed envelope, marked ‘“ Tender” on 
the outside. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
rs wane Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 
Home Enquiry.—A London firm wish to secure one or more 
agencies of Canadian producers of manufactured building supplies. 
Canadian Enquiries.—A Toronto firm ask to be placed in com- 
munication with United Kingdom importers of honey and maple 
syrup. 
A correspondent in the maritime provinces seeks agencies in 
liquors, tobacco, pipes, &c. 
Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel ” of the 8th inst. contains a notice 
Siete t calling for tenders, which will be received at 
Co mnt “al a the office of the Chief of Administrative Service, 
up to 10 a.m, on the 30th inst., for the 
Collection of foll 
Materials fora, work :— 
Construction and collection of materials for 


— eon a lock on the Bahr Shebin, near Kafr Shista. 


The quantities approximately are:— 
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Cubic metres. 


Concrete (lime and homra) she 1,420 
Brickwork cal 842 
Rubble floor (with top-rendering i in fine cement 
concrete) > 1,580 
Archwork inn ane one 59 
Clay apron eve ony 352 
Pebble bed ove ber see 391 
Pitching .. ave bie 6,000 
Sadds and unwatering (a forfait) 


Persons wishing to tender are invited to tender two rates : 

(1) For collection of material delivered on site only. 

(2) For collection of material, and construction of the work. 

The material to be collected will be : 

Concrete metal, rubble stone, bricks, homra, lime, pebbles 
(coarse and fine), black clay, cement, sand. 

In the event of the work being undertaken in 1903, the con- 
tractor will be paid according to his rate for “ collection and 
construction”; if, however, it should be decided to delay the work, 
the contractor will be paid according to his price for “ collection 
of material,” such material shall then become the property of the 
Government. 

Persons wishing to tender for this work can consult the speci- 
fication, plan, and estimate, on all days in which public offices are 
open, at the office of Chief of Administrative Service, Cairo. 

Tenders must be submitted on stamped paper: they should be 
addressed to Chief of Administrative Service, Cairo, in a sealed 
envelope bearing the inscription ‘“ Tender for Construction and 
Collection of Materials for a Lock on the Bahr Shebin.” 


RUSSIA. 

In a despatch received at the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul- 

General at Warsaw states that in a recent 
Cutlery at Plock. visit to Plock he noticed in several shops 

knives marked “Fine English Cutlery,” 
‘‘ Exquisite Ladies’ Knives,” &c., which were of the most inferior 
quality and almost: certainly were not of British make, but for 
which the Consul was assured there was a ready demand on account 
of the high reputation of British cutlery. The knives were of the 
most varied description, and sold at prices from 25 copecks (6d.) 
to 1 rouble (2s. 7d.). The Consul was informed that they were 
colported by agents from Warsaw, who visited Plock periodically, 
and adds that it is very unlikely that their sale is confined to 
Plock, but that more probably there is a ‘ange sale for them 
throughout Russia. 


az 
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RUSS|1A—continued. 


In a recent report on his visit to Lodz, further reference to 
: which will be found on pp. 545-9, H.M. Consul 
Wood for Paving. 24 Warsaw says :— 
“The wood employed for paving purposes does not appear 
satisfactory, and I think offers of Australian wood or other 
improved pavement, if not too dear, would be well receiv 


‘In connection with the new Warsaw-Kalisz railway, a new hotel 

hine is to be opened, which will uire furniture 

Motel Wittings. fittings, but | payment at any rate 

be cash, and future payment would depend chiefly on the success 

of the hotel, so I do not think British firms would do well to 
undertake their supply.” 


“ A very large business is done at Lodz by the Berlin tailors, as 
the richer classes at Lodz prefer to patronise a 
foreign tailor. There appears no reason why 
British tailors should not have a share in this business.” 


Tailorings. 


NORWAY. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Westen Gor Keen Consul-General in Christiania, stating that the 
ore ¥ Army Equipment Depot require the following 
syeigenent. oods delivered free in the depét within three 
months after the acceptation of the tender :— 
500 metres dark grey cloth for breeches. 
»» Tiding breeches. 
2,000 ,, blue cloth for breeches. 
4,000 ,,  woolien stuff for foot-cloths, double width. 
1,000 ,, blue cheviot. 
2,000 ,, dongery. 
1,000 ,, grey fronting (?) canvas. 
half-wool canvas shirting. 
2,000 clothes brushes. 
50 belts for camp followers and ambulance. 
1,500 knapsacks, made up from cloth supplied by the depdt. 
3, 000 tin plates. 
8, 000 cooking vessels (for two men). 
200 horn signal whistles. 
400 high red (? bright red) pompons. 
300 fur caps. 
2,000 knitted caps. 
3,000 pairs stockings. 
2,000 ,, leggings 


presumably stockings without feet. 
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NORWAY—continued. 
1,000 Icelandic woollen jackets. 
1,000 thin ” 


500 pairs grey fingered-gloves (woollen). 
1,000 badges for marksmen. 
200 buckets for bringing clean water. 
of zinc. 
5,000 tent poles. 
25,000 tent pegs. 
200 mops. 
500 girths. 
500 iron bands ? (gernbindsler). 
*1,000 knapsacks. 
500 forage nets. 
The following are required to be delivered free at the depot 
during the first half of March, 1903 :— 
1,500 metres tent cloth T’. 

Tenders in sealed envelopes marked “ Leverance til Armeen” 
will be received at “General Intendantens, Kontor, Christiania,” 
up to 10 a.m. of the 7th prox. 

Models and conditions may be inspected at the office of the 
District Intendant, as well as of the head director. The latter will 
also send samples, if desired, to those dwelling outside Christiania, 
for which purpose address ‘‘ Hovedforvalteren, Armeens Munder- 
ings Depdt, Christiania.” 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 
10 to 15 per cent. is given to native manufacturers. 


Further, the Army Equipment Depét requires the following, 
delivered free at the depédt:—14,400 kilogs. 
pees = upper leather—pure, oak-bark tanned, without 
- the use of extracts—stowed, spread out, or sub- 
merged, at least eight weeks, and dressed only with degras, tallow, 
or fish oil. ‘To be delivered thus :— 
2,000 kilogs. before end of November, 1902 
2,000 ,, in January, 1903 
5,000 April, 1903 
5,000 ,,  ,, September, 1903 
10,000 kilogs. thick sole leather (or “ butts ”)—treated as above 
for a sufficient time (not oiled). To be delivered thus :— 
2,000 kilogs. in April, 1903 
8,000 ,,  ,, June, 1903 
5,000 ,,  ,, September, 1903 


*These are presumably the ordinary canvas knapsacks. The other item 
translated thus is strictly a bag fastened to the back by straps passing over the 
shoulders and under the armpits. 
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NORWAY-— continued. 


8,000 kilogs. in-sole leather—treated as above for a sufficient 

time (not oiled). To be delivered thus :-— 
2,000 kilogs. in April, 1903 
3,000 ,,  ,, June, 1903 
3,000, September, 1903 

Samples and conditions may be inspected at the office of the 
head director. 

Tenders, sealed and marked “ Loeder til Armeen,” must be 
sent in to ‘General Intendanten, Armeens Munderings Depdt, 
Christiania,” where they must arrive by 10 a.m. on the 23rd inst. 

Apart from the usua] Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to native manufacturers. 


H.M. Consul-General also encloses a translation of a notice calling 

—— for tenders for the supply to the Norwegian 

Station Clocks State and Main Railways of 15 station clocks 

‘(platform clocks). Tenders, in sealed envelopes, 

markéd “ Anbud paa Leverance af Stationsuhre,” will be received 

at “Styrelsens Expeditions Kontor, Statsbanerne, Christiania,” up 
to 3 p.m. of Tuesday, 7th prox. 

A receipt is given for the safe delivery of the tender. No 
responsibility is taken where a tender is delivered without a receipt 
being obtained for it. 

Tenders sent in by telegraph, or telegrams sent in to modify 
tenders already despatched, must bear the above mark immediately 
after the address. Tenders or telegrams bearing on tenders which 
do not bear the above mark will be disregarded. Those which 
arrive too late will be disregarded. 

Provided that the tenderer in his tender makes no reservation to 
the contrary, these conditions will be regarded as expressly accepted 
by him and as a foundation for the eventual delivery of the goods. 

The right is reserved to accept part or all of any tender or to 
refuse them all. 

Further information as to specifications and conditions may be 
inspected at the office of the traffic director, and will be sent on 
demand. 

Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of from 10 to 
15 per cent. is given to native manufacturers. 


BELGIUM. 
The “ Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 13th inst. announces 
that tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on 29th 
prox. by the National Company of Local 
Railways at 14, Rue de Ja Science, Brussels, 
for the construction of the section of the line 
from Vielsalm to Lierneux. The upset price of the work is 


Tenders for 
Railway 
Construction. 
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218,045 francs (8,722/.), and a deposit of 22,000 francs (8801. 
is required. 

Tenders must be addressed to the Director-General at the above 
address, not later than the 28th prox. Plans, estimates, conditions 
of contract, &c., may be seen at the Company’s offices, and at the 
office of M. Pourbaix, 15, Rue des Vingt-deux, Liége, after 1st 
October. 

Conditions of contract may be obtained on payment of 1 franc 
(10d.) per copy. 


SPAIN. 
The ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of the 8th inst. publishes a Royal 
Railway Decree granting to the President of the 


mining company, “ La Caridad de Aznalcéllar,” 
a concession for constructing and working a 
narrow gauge railway from the mine named to the River 
Guadalquivir. 


Concession. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 11th inst. publishes a notice con- 
taining particulars of the conditions under which 
Electric Lighting. a concession will be granted for the lighting of 
the town of Huéscar by electricity for a period 
of 25 years. Tenders will be received by the municipality of 
Huéscar within 32 days after the publication of the notice. 


A notice appears in the ‘“Gaceta de Madrid” of the 14th inst.. 
Electric inviting tenders from persons and firms ready 
iohtin to take over certain electric lighting plant 

iaguting. belonging to the Irun municipality, and to 

undertake the electric lighting of that town for a period of 25 

years. ‘Tenders will be received up to 11 a.m. on the 19th prox. . 


The ‘“Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CHILE. 
The “ Diario Oficial ” of the 16th July last publishes a Presidential 


Designs for Decree inviting persons to submit designs for 


ten postal and six telegraphic stamps for the 
Postage Stamps. of the Chilean A prize of 
800 pesos will be awarded for each design accepted, which will 
thereupon become the absolute property of the Chilean Govern- 
ment. The examination of the designs submitted will take place 
on 15th November next, in the offices of the Sub-Secretary of the 
Ministry of the Interior at Santiago; Chile.------~< 
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The copy of the “ Diario Oficial” referred to, which contains 
further particulars of the stamps required, as well as the conditions 
of the competition, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PERU. 


A despatch dated the Srd ult. has been received at the Foreign 
a Office from H.M..Consul-General at Callao 
enclosing copies of plans, specifications, and 


— + agony forms of tender, for the supply to the Callao 
W Corporation of cast-iron pipes varying from 
cm T- 21 inches to 2} inches in diameter, also a 


quantity of special castings, tees, crosses, 
valves, hydrants, &c. 

Tenders endorsed “Tenders for Cast-iron Pipes and Specials, 
Callao,” are to ke addressed to the Secretary, Concejo Provincial, 
and delivered at Callao not later than 10 a.m. Saturday, 29th 
November next. 

Tke Corporation do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 

Plans, specifications, and forms of tender, may be purchased 
from Messrs. Graham, Rowe & Co., Liverpool, on payment of 
25 dols. (which will be returned on receipt of a bona fide tender), 
or may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


JAPAN. 


H.M. Consul at Hakodate, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
states that the Hokkaido Colliery and Railway 
Railway Materials. Company proposes to increase its capital by 
600,0001., to be devoted to the increase of 
rolling stock, improvement of lines and stations, development of 
mines, the manufacture of coke, and to other purposes. 

Funds being also still required for new enterprises, it contemplates 
issuing debentures to the amount of 730,0001., which are to be 
employed in building the Mukawa and Rumoye Railways, in 
opening the mines situated in the districts through which the 
railways will run, and in constructing new steamers. The Board 
of Directors have decided to build two large steamers specially: 
adapted for coal carrying purposes, which shall run from the 
Hokkaido to Hong-Kong and Singapore. (foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,900.) 


’ 
2 
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SIAM. 
H.M. Consular Assistant at Bangkok, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the need of a system 


Prin nmr of waterworks for Bangkok has been a cry of 
Bangkok. the foreign resident for a long time. At the 


end of each dry season, when cholera makes its 
periodic appearance and claims a greater or less number of victims, 
the Government is said to be seriously contemplating providing 
the capital with a supply of pure water, but with the advent of the 
rains the matter appears to be forgotten or shelved. One of the 
latest propositions is that of the Siam Electricity Company, which 
offers to supply water to Bangkok, taken from the river at 
Bangpain below Ayuthia, to the amount of at least 5,000,000 
galls. per diem for 300 days in the year, the cost of same being 
one tical (at present equivalent to 1s.) per 10,000 galls. for the first 
1,500,000,000 galls. each year, and half that price for any quantity 
in excess. Nothing is said in this offer apparently of filtration or 
of the distribution of the water in Bangkok, and without these the 
scheme can hardly be said to be complete. Bangpain water, though 
doubtless much superior to that article in Bangkok, would still be 
by no means entirely above suspicion. (Loreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,898.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 


CAPE COLONY. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the courtesy of the 
General Manager, a prospectus with reference 


British and to the British and Colonial Industrial Exhi- 
Colonial bition of all classes of goods, which will be held 
Industrial 


tows in Cape Town frem November, 1903; to 
rag February, 1904. This prospectus, to which are 
pe r attached a copy of the form of application for 
space, rules of the exhibition, &c., may be seen on application at 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of ‘Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 


RUSSIA. 
The “ Journal de St. Pétersbourg ” announces that an International 
. ‘Exhibition of Photography will be held in 
Moscow in the of 1903 under the 
at Patronage of H.H. the Grand Duke Michael. 
Moscow in 1903 The exhibition will be divided into six 
* sections, as follows :—1. Scientific photography ; 


2. Artistic photography; 3. Photography applied to printing; 
4, Works on Photography; 5. Technical applications of photo- 
graphy; 6. Photography considered as a special industry. 
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Medals of gold, silver, and bronze will be awarded to successful 
exhibitors. 

Full particulars may be obtained at the ‘‘ Photographic Society,” 
64, Fontanka, St. Petersburg. 


GREECE. 
With reference to the notice on p. 103 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” of 17th July last, the Board of Trade 
have received through the Foreign Office a copy 


Postponement of 


ya oe ae of a despatch from the Secretary to the British 
pl sr oe Legation in Athens stating that the opening of 


the Exhibition which it was proposed to hold 
in Athens next month has now been definitely postponed till the 
15th of March next. 


BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 

Rome.—H.M. Consul at Rome, in a recent report to the Foreign 
Office (Annual Series, 2,896), writes as follows :— 

“Tam prepared to exhibit in the reading room of the Consulate 
any small samples of goods which may be sent to me, as well as 
price lists and other printed commercial materials. Manufacturers 
of agricultural and electric machines and implements, cycles and 
motor cars, by sending a smart representative might secure fairly 
remunerative orders. The demand for typewriters is increasing, 
and would increase still more if a cheap machine could be placed 
on the market. The system adopted by some firms at home of 
trying to push their trade here by means of local agents is recom- 
mended only after a personal visit of one of their representatives, 
who, after completing a tour round the district, and studying local 
requirements, would start the agency in Rome, and not depart 
until it is in good working order. 

*“There is no room in Rome for British teachers, clerks and 
accountants. I have already written to the leading newspapers in 
the United Kingdom, warning intending newcomers not to venture 
to Rome in search of clerical employment, as they will not find it. 
The records of the local British Relief Fund relate some sad cases 
in connection with this subject.” 

Civita-Vecchia.—The British Vice-Consul at Civita-Vecchia, in a 
recent report to the Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,896), writes as 
follows :-—— 

“Coal has always been one of the principal imports of 
Civita-Vecchia. Its importation is subject to fluctuations from 
year to year without, however, any tendency towards a permanent 
decline or increase. Last year’s unusual importation of 182,182 
tons, has by far exceeded that of previous years, including 
1899, when 164,024 tons were imported, and it has amply 
covered the falling-off in 1900, when only 157,913 tons were 
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imported. All the coal imported at this port comes from the 
United Kingdom, and for the most part in British ships. Up to 
the present no shipment of American coal has been received at 
Civita- Vecchia. 

“ T append hereto a list of the chief importers of coal at this 
port, with the addresses of their head offices :— 

“1, Societa delle Ferrovie Italiane, Milan. 

“ 2, Societa di Navigazione Generale Italiana Florio Rubattino. 
Rome. 

“ 3, Societa Anglo-Romana per la illuminazione di Roma, Rome. 

“4, Societa degli Alti Forni e Acciaierie, Terni. 

“5, Tuscan Gas Company, Limited, London. 

«6, Societé Milanese per l’agglomerazione del carbone, Milan. 

“ 7. Societa Immobiliare pei transporti del Tevere, Rome. 

“ 8, Signor R. de Sanna, Naples. 

“ Firms at home wishing to extend their export coal trade 
should not write to the agents at Civita-Vecchia of the above 
companies, as these agents are authorised to receive cargoes but 
not to transact any important business for the companies they 
represent.” 


Valparaiso—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Foreign Office, a copy of a note from H.M. Consul-General at 
Valparaiso on the trade of Chile for the first half of the year, which 
states that the manufacture of matches will shortly be commenced 
in Chile, a very expensive and up-to-date plant having been erected 
by a syndicate whose capital is mainly British. ere is every 
reason to expect that the venture will prove a success, and that the 
importation of matches will be seriously affected. A powerful 
company has been formed locally, the concession of the Horse 
Tramways Company having expired. It is proposed to extend the 
electric tramways as far as the fashionable suburb of Viiia del Mar, 
and, as the railway service is very bad and inconvenient, there is 
little doubt that the electric cars, running at frequent intervals, 
will carry a large number of passengers. 

The Consul-General adds that it is useless for intending colonists 
to proceed to Chile unless they have some knowledge of Spanish, 
and in the southern regions in which the colonists are located it 
rains most of the year, and the land which is allotted to each colonist 
is a portion of a dense forest covered with huge trees. There are 
no roads, and the conditions of life are quite unsuited to the 
ordinary British colonist. 

It is probable that a large amount of dredging will have to be 
carried out in the Bay of Valparaiso, and the dredgers recently 
purchased by the Chilean Government have turned out to be too 
small and unsuitable. Makers of steam dredgers would do well to 
communicate with the Chilean authorities. 

Considerable additions are likely to be made to the rolling stock 
of the State Railway in the immediate future. ~ 


J 
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Bogota (Colombia).—A despatch, dated 14th June last, has been 
received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. Charge d’A ffaires at Bogota, 
stating that British houses who may desire to open new business 
relations in that city ought to be warned of the risks of dealing 
with a country where the paper currency is quoted at 210 dols. to 
the pound sterling, and exchange fluctuates between four and five 
thousand per cent. premium on gold drafts, and attention should 
also be called to the fact that, at present, under the laws of the 
Republic a contract of sale which stipulates for payment in a 
currency other than Colombian paper cannot be registered, and 
therefore could be repudiated. 


Nagasaki—H.M. Consul at Nagasaki, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,899), states that tne imports 
from the United Kingdom were less by 166,195. in 1901 than in 
the previous year, while those from Hong-Kong and Canada show 
a slight increase. The decline in the import of raw cotton from 
British India still continues, and the value of the import trade 
from that country is now less than one-tenth of what it was in 
1899. The total imports from the British Empire during 1901 
show a decrease of 164,115]. as compared with the preceding 
year. The decrease in the export trade is accounted for, exclusive 
of coal, by smaller shipments to China and Russian Asia. 

Later in his report the Consul states that the entire trade in 
metals is practically in the hands of the British producer, although 
Germany and Belgium have a small share therein ; the competition 
of the United States, which at one time appeared to be assuming 
formidable proportions, having entirely died out. Exception 
must, however, be made in the case of iron nails, in which the 
United States have a monopoly. 

It is, however, to be regretted that the British producer, apparently, 
still fails to grasp the importance of supplying an article of uniform 
good quality and in accordance with the specifications of the pur- 
chaser. Thus in the case of a large order for iron pipes that was 
recently placed in the United Kingdom, the goods were found, on 
arrival, to be in numerous instances defective. Cooling cracks, 
uneven casting and rough finish were observable, and the pitch and 
sizes of the holes at the ends of the pipes were in many cases not 
according to specification. As an illustration of the careless 
manner in which these pipes were manufactured, it was noticed 
that in some of the flanged pipes the depth of the neck behind the 
flange was much greater in one half of the circumference than in 
the other, showing that the two halves of the pattern were dis- 
similar. The superiority of British manufactured goods is generally 
admitted by Japanese purchasers, but the producers have only 
themselves to blame if, owing to such avoidable causes as are 
quoted above, orders in the future are placed in other competing 
countries. 
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The following table, showing the value of the principal and 
other articles imported into the Transvaal in the six months ended 
June, 1902, as compared with the corresponding period of 
1901, is compiled from official figures published in the Transvaal 
“Government Gazette” of 15th August last. 


Imports. 
Six months | Six months 
Articles, ended | _ ended 
June, 1901. June, 1902. 
Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural 
implements, bicycles, hardware, iron and steel 
manufactures, cutlery, machinery, FC.) ss eee 52,000 948,000 
Apparel, haberdashery, &c. (includes hats)... ee | 242,000 662,900 
Provisions,»exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, biscuits, meats, fresh and 
preserved, fish, fresh and preserved, jams, sugar, 
tea, vegetables, Sruits, condiments, salt, $c.) «| 246,000 592,000 
Corn and grain (includes flour, meal and rice) a 104,000 234,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes —? and 
boots and shoes) ... 87,000 206,000 
Dairy products (includes ‘butter and bute rine, cag 
cheese, preserved milk, Sc) ee 96,000 181,000 
Drugs and chemicals Ast 26,000 159,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits, wine and mineral 
waters) eve 46,000 165,000 
Wood and manvfactures (includes furniture)... 9,00C 153,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores en paints) 58,000 113,000 
Cotton manufactures 31,000 96,000 
Soap and candles ... 89,000 70,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (inclu: des clocks and 
watches) ... ose 15,000 68,000 
Woollen manufactures nn 25,000 75,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured (ineludes cigars and 
cigarettes) 19,000 59,000 
Stationery (includes books and printed matter) Ae 8,000 50,000 
Live animals es ete 2,000 35,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and confectionery dew aa wad 16,000 30,000 
Vehicles (other than bicycles) . ose 1,000 33,000 
Tobacconist ware ... ais 5,000 19,000 
Toys and sporting goods ... sos ose ave wns 1,000 19,000 
Other articles of merchandise ... 15,000 251,000 
Total... ove | 1,143,000 4,218,000 


Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the first six months of 1902, 2,018,000/. worth were sent via 
Cape Colony, 1,826,000/. worth via Natal, and 374,0001. worth via 
Delagoa Bay. 

Note.—tThe above figures do not include free importations for 
the use of the Local Government or Military Stores, Field Force 
Canteen and Officers’ Messes, Burgher Relief Committee, or Rail- 
way Material imported as “ Public Stores.” 
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THE MINERAL PRODUCTION OF WESTERN 
AUSTRALIA. 

The Preliminary Report of the Department of Mines of Western 
Australia, recently published, states that in reviewing the progress of 
the mining industry for the year 1901, it is gratifying to be able 
to record a most successful year in almost all branches of the 
industry. While the total mineral output for the year 1899 had 
not previously been exceeded, that for the year 1900 showed a 
falling-off in value of 167,906/., while the value of the output for 
1901 exceeds by 1,098,0641. that of the year 1899. Though 
the value of the gold output shows the largest increase, the value 
of the output of all other minerals but lead and tin has sub- 
stantially increased. 

Gold.—The output of 1,879,391 ozs. for the year 1901, is the 
highest recorded, exceeding that for the year 1899, the highest 
previously recorded by 235,514 ozs. and showing an increase of 
298,441 ozs., or nearly 19 per cent. as compared with the output for 
1900. Substantial increases in the outputs in the Murchison, 
East Murchison, Mount Margaret, North and East Coolgardie 
appear; increases ranging from 39 per cent. to 18 per cent. as 
compared with the previous year’s yield. On the other hand 
many of the goldfields show a decreased output ; this is especially 
noticeable on the goldfields from Peak Hill northwards, but 
though the fact is regrettable, the total decrease only amounts to 
about 14,000 ozs. The mines on the East Coolgardie Goldfield 
still maintain their richness, and with improved reduction plants 
have raised the output from that field alone to over a million 
ounces. In most of these mines development is well ahead of the 
reducing plants, especially in the Great Boulder Mine, where a 
cross cut has been made to the lode at the 1,400 ft. level which 
was found to carry satisfactory values. This lode has been proved 
by the diamond drill to exist at a depth of 1,500 ft. Outside the 
known mining centres no discoveries of note have been made. 
The Phillips River Goldfield which was declared during 1901, has 
been developed but slowly, owing to the absence of crushing 
facilities ; but as several batteries are in course of erection, it is 
hoped that the production for the coming year will show a sub- 
stantial addition to the output of the State. 

Tin.—The output of black tin for the year was 734 tons, valued 
at 40,000/., which shows a decrease as compared with the year 
1900 of 89 tons; the decrease of the output from the Green- 
bushes Tinfield being 114 tons, while the Pilbarra field shows a 
slight increase of 25 tons. In the former field the want of an 
adequate water supply still operates to retard the progress of the 
district, and it cannot be said that any systematic effort on a 
sufficiently large scale has been made to work the many large, 
but comparatively low grade deposits which exist. The erection 
by the Government of a small tin-dressing plant was completed in 
December, but up to the end of the year no ore had been treated. 

Copper.—There has been some advance in copper-mining during 
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the year, the output of 10,157 tons of copper ore showing an 
increase of 3,974 tons as compared with the previous year, the 
estimated value of the ore raised being 75,2461. In only one dis- 
trict, the Mount Malcolm, do operations ‘appear to be carried on 
systematically, and this is the only district in which the ore is 
reduced to matter, water-jacket furnaces being erected at the 
mines. The ore from the Murchison, Northampton, West Pilbarra, 
Phillips River, and other producing districts is exported for 
treatment. In the latter district only the high-grade ore can be 
profitably exported, the cost of the carriage being heavy and the 
shipping facilities poor. There seems no doubt,’ however, that 
eminently payable copper lodes, carrying more or less gold exist, 
and that the erection of local smelting works would result in the 
output of the field being largely increased. The unfortunate fall 
in the price of copper has had the effect of retarding the develop- 
ment of the copper fields of the State, making investors chary of 
investing capital in the development of the mines and the erection 
of reducing plants. A number of leases were taken up during 
the year in the Ashburton for copper as well as lead and silver 
mining, but little work hasbeen done. The report of the geologist 
sent by the department to examine the locality was highly 
favourable, and there can be little doubt that more will be heard 
of this district in the future. 

Coal—-The output of the only coalfield, that at Collie, has 
remained practically stationary during the year, the output of 
117,836 tons being 574 tons less than in 1900. Several causes 
have contributed to this result, one being a fire at one of the main 
producing collieries, the Wallsend, which materially reduced its 
output, while another was the non-production of coal from the 
West Collie mine for the latter part of the year, the seam that was 
being mined proving unprofitable. Another reason for the want 
of progress during the year is to be found in the inadequate 
supply of trucks for coal carrying purposes, which has resulted in 
the companies being unable to supply small consumers in Perth 
and Fremantle. This drawback should shortly be removed, and, 
with the advent of coal-cutting machinery and the consequent 
cheapening of production a prosperous future should await this 
industry. 

Ironstone and Limestone—The output of ironstone is 20,569 
tons, which has been used principally for fluxing purposes, and is 
greater by 8,318 tons than that for 1900. The output of lime- 
stone, 18,210 tons, is also greater by 2,283 tons than that for the 
previous year, but returns are available for only a small portion of 
the actual production of this mineral. 

Lead.—The production of this mineral has practically ceased. 
The Northampton mines, which for some time have been small 
producers, have practically closed, owing to the fall in the price of lead. 

The results of mining operations in the State for the year 1901 
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afford much encouragement for the future. It is evident that gold 
mining will be the most important of the mineral industries for 
some time to come, though from the wide distribution and frequent 
occurrences of other minerals it is evident that they will materially 
add to the wealth of the State in the future. The fact of the 
material increases in the output of almost all the goldfields in 
which capital has been systematically expended, in many cases 
under great disadvantages arising from the unfavourable local 
conditions and the want of railway communication, cannot but 
lead to the conclusion that with the extension of the railway 
system, many mines now unworked will become large producers. 
The completion of the Goldfields Water Scheme, which is within 
measurable distance, cannot but add to the prosperity of the 
Coolgardie district, while to the Kalgoorlie mines the supply of 
fresh water at a moderate price should lead to a very substantial 
reduction in the cost of treatment, which should result in increased 
dividends to the shareholders. 

The following table shows the quantity and value of minerals 
produced in Western Australia in the years 1900 and 1901 :— 


1900. 1901. 
Value at the Value at 
Quantity | Mines, Quantity ' the Mines. 
1 
£ 
Black tin (raised) ...Statute tons 823 56,702 734 40,009 
Coal (raised)... & 118,410 54,835 117,836 68,561 
Copper ore (raized) 6,183 43,673 10,157 75,246 
export “Ounces troy | 999;767 1,019,110 |)» 
Gold | 381183 | £007,610} | 
Ironstone (raised) Statute tons | 12,251 9,258 20,569 13,246 
Lead ore (raised) ... ” 268 533 9 109 
Limestone (raised) .. eS 15,927 3,594 18 210 4,348 
Mica (exported)... 3 
Precious stones Carats 1,000 
Silver (exported) ...Qunces troy | 28,749 3,594 60,869 7,609 
Total values — 6,179,802 7,445,772 
* Weight not stated. + 31. 1€s. per oz. t 31. 17s. per oz. 


The amount of limestone raised is much understated, as returns 
could only be obtained for limestone used for flux and that produced 
from mineral leases granted by the Crown. 

The value of the gold produced bears practically the same pro- 
portion to the total value of minerals raised as it did in 1900, viz., 
97-2 per cent. 

No silver mines are being worked, the amount of silver given in 
the table having been obtained as a by-product. 

The value of the minerals produced for the year 1901 exceeds 
that for any previous year, exceeding the value of the yield for 
1899, the largest that has previously been recorded, by 1,098,064. 
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A VISIT TO LODZ. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from H.M. Consul at Warsaw, enclosing a 
memorandum on his visit to Lodz, from which the following 
extracts have been taken :— 

Lodz, with a population of nearly half-a-million, the fifth largest 
town in the Russian Empire, and, after Moscow, the greatest 
manufacturing centre with over 400 factories, mostly cotton, 
appears to be almost totally unknown to, or is almost entirely 
neglected by, the British commercial world. 

The contrast between Lodz and any other town I know in 
Russia, and more particularly Warsaw, is most extraordinary. In 
going to Lodz you find a town of pushing business activity, recall- 
ing more than anything an English business town. The language 
universally used is German. It you go into a shop the difficulty 
is not to induce the shop-keeper to take the trouble to sell you 
what you want, but to avoid being induced to buy half-a-dozem 
things you had no intention of buying. The conversation in the 
streets, tramways, restaurants, everywhere, is of business, and 
nothing but business. 

The town itself, since I last visited it some three years ago, has 
mage great progress. The electric tramway service which has 
been extended and improved is above all praise, excellently 
managed and run, the system being modelled on that of Hamburg, 
and the working of it being withal so profitable that shares 
rarely come on the market. Water supply and drainage have up 
till now been the most crying needs of Lodz, but the city has now, 
after many years’ fruitless discussion, taken steps to obtain an 
efficient water supply and system of sewers. The town authorities 
have entrusted the well-known British engineer, Mr. W. H. 
Lindley, M.I.C.E., of Frankfort-on-Main, with the preparatory 
works. Three alternative schemes for the water supply are under 
consideration, a supply with filtered water from the Rivers Pilitza 
or Warthe or with subsoil water tapped in one or more of the 
valleys to the south of the town. In every case the water will 
have to be brought from a considerable distance (30 to 40 miles), 
and pumped to a considerable height. As a supply of from nine 
to ten million gallons in the near future is contemplated, and as 
the city covers a very large area, the amount of pipeage, machinery 
and accessories necessary for carrying out the work will be con- 
siderable. The same applies to the system of sewers. The length 
will be about 80 to 90 miles. In conjunction with the house and 
factory drainage, this will open out a good field for stoneware 
pipe and invert manufacturers. 

At present the surveys and levels are being carried out on the 
alternative lines, and borings are being made to decide on the best 


q 

i 


546 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 18, 1902, 


The Commercial Development of Western Russia. 


source of supply. Special attention is being paid to the quality of 
the water as regards the special demands of the Lodz manufacturing 
industry. As yet no decision as to the design or manner of 
carrying out the work has been taken; especially the important 
question whether the town will carry out the work itself or grant 
a concession for the same to a company, is still open. The 
immediate object of the preparatory work now taken in hand, is to 
supply complete and reliable data on the basis of which the work 
can be designed, and estimates of capital and working expenses be 
prepared. 

The town is fortunate in having a President who is enthusiastic 
in promoting its development, to which he has already largely 
contributed. The town grows steadily in spite of the limited 
supply of water, which does not admit of so rapid an extension of 
factories and the consequent addition to the population of workers 
and their families, as may be expected when a proper water 
supply is arranged. Last year, however, it was necessary to place 
2,500 additional gas lamps in consequence of the growth of the 
town. The health of the town may also be expected to improve 
with proper drainage. 

The wocd employed for paving purposes dces not appear 
satisfactory, and I think offers of Australian wood or other im- 
proved pavement, if not too dear, would be well received. 

The great factor in the future development of Lodz, apart from 
the water supply, will be the new Warsaw- Kalisz railway, which, 
whilst placing Lodz on the direct line between Central Russia and 
Germany, will also shorten the distance between it and Berlin or 
Breslau by nearly one-half. 

In connection with this railway a new hotel is to be opened, 
which will require furniture and fittings, but payment would not 
at any rate be cash, and future payment would depend chiefly on 
the success of the hotel, so I do not think British firms would do 
well to undertake their supply. 

A very large business is done at Lodz by the Berlin tailors, as 
the richer classes at Lodz prefer to patronise a foreign tailor. 
There appears no reason why British tailors should not have a 
share in this business. One already sends his traveller regularly 
to Warsaw, with, I understand, highly satisfactory results, and the 
people at Lodz are infinitely better payers than those at Warsaw. 
The construction of a railway round the town, which will be 
completed in October, will tend to greatly change the features of 
the town, as factories which have hitherto all been built in the 
town itself, in order to be as near the railway as possible, may be 
expected to spring up along the new line. Next year the 
concession for the telephone, now held by Messrs. Bell, will expire 
when, unless a more favourable offer be received, the town 
intends to exploit the telephone itself. I was glad to hear on 
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good authority that British losses during the recent bad times. 
have not been so bad as was said or even very considerable, whilst 
a great portion of the money now to the bad will be recovered. 
when times improve. 

If the cost of manufactured goods could be raised, the additional | 
tax of one rouble per poud on imported cotton imposed on account 
of the expenses of the Chinese expedition might be made to fall on 
the consumer, but after the recent bad harvests in Russia there is 
no possibility of raising prices, so that the whole of the tax falls 
on the manufacturer. Factories making higher counts have been 
recently changing their machinery to lower counts, as the buyers 
of higher counts are not buying now, whereas factories making 
lower counts have been paying good dividends and doing well, the 
bulk of buyers being from the lower classes who require a 
permanent supply of cheap goods. 

The labour question is not so acute in Poland as in Russia 
proper, as manufacturers, particularly at Lodz, have gone even 
further than the Government towards meeting labourers on social- 
istic lines, and are therefore on good terms with them. 

In almost every line, but more especially machinery, there is no 
reason why Great Britain should not compete successfully with 
Germany, who is at present almost the sole purveyor to Lodz. It 
must be admitted, however, that Germany richly deserves this, as 
whilst, with the exception, so far as I know, of two firms, who have 
British agents on the spot to promote the sale of their mill-fur- 
nishings, Great Britain does nothing at all, except to send out 
occasionally a price list or two in English, Germany leaves no 
stone unturned to gain and retain business at Lodz. 

German firms spend large sums on attractive advertisements and 
send well got-up illustrated price lists of the latest machinery, &c., 
to all local firms, the details being given in German, Russian or 
Polish, and prices “loco” Lodz. Many of these are really hand- 
some volumes, containing a great deal of useful technical informa- 
tion. One firm is now distributing really artistic pocket-knives of 
first-rate quality amongst their customers together with the price 
list. Most German firms, in addition to having well-chosen 
resident agents, send at frequent intervals commercial travellers, 
whose insistence has passed into a proverb at Lodz, as, it is said,. 
it is absolutely impossible to get rid of them without giving them 
an order. In practically every factory office there is a notice 
relating to them; on one, “commercial travellers received only 
from 11-30,” on another, “dogs and commercial travellers not 
admitted,” on a third, “commercial travellers this way,” which 
indication, if followed, simply led them out again by another door. 

There is a special line in which Great Britain appears to decline 
to compete with Germany, and that is in dyeing and finishing 
machinery, in which many German firms, especially from Chem- 
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mitz, are doing good business. The fault of the English machines 
is that they are too large, too heavy, and too dear for local require- 
ments. In this country there are not, as in England, special 
establishments for dyeing and finishing, which as a rule factories 
do for themselves. They do not therefore require so large or heavy 
@ press as regular dyeing works, as they only require to work one 
or two days a week, and want rather a calendar weighing about 
five to eight tons, at a cost of, say, 1501. to 2001., and not a full- 
sized one costing 1,000/., which was the offer recently made by a 
British firm. 

As to the textile machinery generally, German power looms are 
generally used for wool in preference to British, as, besides being 
eheaper and better got up, they are of a system better adapted for 
the coarser qualities of wool chiefly used here. 

I say “better got; up” because, whereas British machinery has 
usually nothing but a rub of paint on the raw casting, the Germans 
putty up the holes, paint the machine well over with nice lines 
and varnish it, which gives it a much better appearance. 

For cotton and dress pieces British machines are best, but for 
wool cloths, &c., German. Of spinning machines the English are 
the best for the finer qualities, but the German carding machines 
ure better for the lower qualities of shoddy mostly used here. 

In tools I was informed by the owner of some large British 
machinery works that he finds German files quite as good as 
English, whilst German shaping machines, planing machines, 
Tathes, drilling machines, and all sorts of machine tools for making 
machinery are almost as good as English, quite as good as is 
wanted, and very much cheaper. The German makers are now 
copying American models. 

The question of credit is one that is looked upon quite differently 
by Germans and English. The usual British terms are 4 on giving 
the order, 4 when it is ready, and } on delivery, credit being given 
at the most for 12 months with rare exceptions. 

The Germans, on the other hand, always give credit, generally 
for two or three years or even more; some even pay carriage and 
duty themselves and give two years’ credit as well. 

Many firms who could if necessary pay cash, prefer to place 
their order with a firm that will give them long credit at a low 
percentage, as they can make better use of the money here where 
money is dearer than in England or Germany. 

By this, I do not mean to advocate an indiscriminate giving of 
credit, but to show that where the British firm offers a very slightly 
superior machine on practically cash terms and the German firm 
a cheaper machine good enough for and adapted to loca’ require- 
ments on easy credit terms, the latter will get the order. 

I am not writing of a small provincial town, but of a manufac- 
turing town with over 400 factories and a population of nearly 
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half-a-million, where the Germans now have an enormous market, 
most of which might just as well be in British hands if British 
firms would go the right way about it, with the same sense and 
energy that the Germans do. 

I took the opportunity of going into many shops in different 
lines, and whilst I have never seen a Russian town so full of 
imported goods, these goods were almost without exception of 
German origin. 

With the opening of the Kalisz railway the neighbouring towns 
of Zgierz and Pabjanice, each some six miles from Lodz, with which 
they are connected by electric tramways, may be expected to 
develop as the railway passes through them, and are therefore 
worth attention. 

At Zdunska Wola, a small manufacturing town on the line of the 
new railway, where the inhabitants have hitherto been all occupied 
with hand-loom weaving, they are now starting power-looms, and 
are desirous of getting an experienced dyer and finisher to settle 
amongst them, as they now have to send their goods to Lodz to be 
finished. ‘There is, therefore, a good opening at this moment for 
one, but a knowledge of German, Polish or Russian is indispensable. 
The people there will subscribe capital and give land to a man 
who would start there and know his business. There is plenty of 
water; land is cheap; the affair promises well to anyone who 
went into it the right way. The weavers there would require him 
to have some small capital so as to have an interest in the business. 
Should anyone think this opening would suit him, he should apply 
for further details to Mr. F. Greenwood, 78, Nikolaj Strasse, Lodz. 


COMBINATION OF HARVESTING MACHINE 
COMPANIES IN THE UNITED STATES. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
copy of a despatch from the Acting British Consul at Chicago, 
enclosing a report on the combination of firms manufacturing 
harvesting machinery, which states that the recent combination of 
the five large harvesting machinery makers is of great interest to 
the British manufacturers of agricultural implements, as it will pro- 
bably bring with it a decrease in price of all exported machines. 

The capital of the new combination is placed at 24,000,000/., 
which is a very conservative estimate of the value of the combined 
businesses. This amount is to be all common stock, but if at any 
time further capital is required, this will become preferred stock 
at six per cent., and the new capital will be the common stock. 

The five firms at present employ over 1,500 men to supervise 
the 5,000 travelling salesmen and canvassers, and it is said that 
under the new conditions the service of three-fourths of these can 
be dispensed with. The plan of having only one man in the 
largest towns, instead of five, and letting the buyer come to the 
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salesroom where all the different firms will have their machines, 
is also expected to lessen the amount of correspondence and the 
number of employés in the offices. A great reduction is also looked 
for in advertising, and the elaborate calendars, which cost a great 
deal to produce, may be abolished. 

It is expected that altogether, notwithstanding the rise in price 
of raw material this year, machines will be marketable at a reduc- 
tion of more than 10 per cent. on the present price, as it is stated 
that it costs more to sell a machine under the present methods 
than it does to manufacture it, and as it is stated that there will be 
no competition in the United States to require reduction in prices 
to obtain sales, the companies could stand a further reduction in 
the export trade. 

The combined companies manufacture mowers, reapers, reapers 
and binders, maize reapers and binders, and hay rakes (horse). 
They do not manufacture any other implements. 

The inventions have been covered at different times by 11,258 
patents, and the exports are more than half of all agricultural 
implements. It is said that a branch factory will be built in 
Canada to save the duty. 

Of the five firms, two have their factories in Chicago, one turn- 
ing out over 300,000, and the other 250,000 machines; one in 
another part of Illinois produces 50,000, one in Wisconsin 40,000, 
and one in Ohio 75,000. The five companies produce over 700,000 
machines and employ 20,000 workmen. 

It is stated that the competition for the trade has been very 
keen, and that cuts of 3/. have been made by rival agents to make 
a sale. Under the new conditions it will not matter which 
machine is sold, and no inducements to buy will be offered. 


BALATA GUM IN BRAZIL. 


The United States Consul at Para states that attention has 
recently been directed to the possibilities of the balata fields on 
the Amazon. A gutta-percha merchant in the Guianas, examining 
this region about a year ago, found the balata tree growing in 
abundance near Para, and on the Amazon and its tributaries for 
thousands of miles. The Brazilians had no knowledge of its gum- 
producing qualities. After persistent effort, he succeeded in 
interesting persons in the United States and Para, bought a con- 
cession, and has lately begun the practical work of producing 
gutta-percha for the market. As in the case of rubber, there is 
practically no limit to the supply of gutta-percha on the Amazon, 
and, as it can be produced at a fraction of the cost of rubber, it 
offers a much higher per centage of profit. 
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The Consul quotes the following report on this subject from Mr. 
William Gerdeau, who has had a practical experience of many 
years in the Guianas, where he represented American and English 
gutta-percha importers and managed balata estates :— 

“ Pursuant to your request, I submit the following report of my 
personal investigations of the balata fields of Brazil during my 
recent explorations of this region : 

“The balata, or bulle tree, known in the Brazilian language as 
the macaranduba, grows in great abundance throughout the 
Amazon valley, but up to this time no attempt has ever been 
made to introduce the gutta-percha trade in this country. 

“For more than 30 years this trade has been carried on with 
immensely profitable results in the Guianas and the Orinoco Valley, 
but those fields are now almost exhausted, and very little gutta- 
percha has recently been shipped. 

“Tt is my opinion that this balata trade can be made to rival 
the rubber trade in this country, as it can be produced here in 
unlimited quantities, and its quality is, if not better, at least as 

ood as the Guiana balata. 

“T have found the balata trees scattered and in groves, some- 
times amounting to forests many miles in extent, all over the 
States of Para and Amazonas, and I am informed on trustworthy 
authority that vast areas of these trees are growing on the Purus 
and Acre Rivers and other tributaries of the Upper Amazon River. 

“The method of bleeding the balata tree is entirely different 
from that used to extract the gum of the rubber tree, and only 
experienced and expert bleeders can be employed. But, on the 
other hand, these trees yield many times as much sap as the 
rubber trees, and one man can easily produce as many kilograms 
of gutta-percha in a day as 20 men can extract of rubber. The 
trees will average 3} lbs. of gutta-percha each, and a competent 
bleeder can prepare 40 to 50 Ibs. per day. The gum is first 
fermented and then dried in the sun, after which it is ready for 
shipment. 

“‘T am surprised to find that this valuable gum, which is so easy 
of access and so cheaply prepared for market, has never become 
known to the trade here. Many great fortunes have been made in 
Guiana from this trade, and I believe the time is now ripe for 
capital to develop the trade here. I found the Brazilians cutting 
down these valuable'trees for firewood and building material, being 
ignorant of their true properties. 

“Concessions of balata fields of any extent can readily be 
secured from the Brazilian Government, and private balata lands 
can be purchased for a fair price. It only requires some capital 
and practical knowledge of the business to develop one of the 
greatest industries in Brazil.” 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 401 of the issue 
Tariff of this journal for the 27th February last, on 
Alterati the subject of the duties leviable on composite 
ration. 
sugar gocds imported into this country, it 
should, be noted that the Commissioners of Customs have recently 
issued a General Order (No. 72 of 1902) directing that on and 
after the Ist inst., fruit, candied and bottled (other than fruit liable 
to duty as such), ‘preserved i in thick syrup, is to be dutiable at the 
rate of 2s. 6d. instead of 3s. per cwt. The necessary adjustment is 
to be made in the accounts of any importations entered since the 
Ist inst. inclusive. 


BERMUDA. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Tariff copy of the Supply and Appropriation Act, 


1902-3 (No. 7 of 1902), which provides for 
imposition of duties goods into 
Bermuda, during the year ended 30th June, 1903. 

The alterations in the Tariff provided for by the above Act are 
the reduction of the duty on bicycles (with wheels of not less than 
18 in. in diameter) from 10s. to 5s. each, and the inclusion in the 
free list of articles imported for the use of the Imperial Government, 
the Governor, Naval Commander-in-Chief, and officers in H.M. 
Service, and also prizes imported for competition at the annual 
Army and Navy Rifle meeting. 

The import duties on all other articles remain as before. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is the substance of some Decisions affecting the 
etwas Customs Tariff of the United States, which 
Debiions have recently been issued by the ‘Treasury 

Department at Washington for the guidance of 

United States Customs officers and others : — 

Spun silk on cops is dutiable according to value and weight 
under paragraph 385 of the Tariff. In determining the value per 
pound of such merchandise, the value of each cop of silk (including 
the value of the cop itself) is to be divided by the weight of the 
silk alone without the cop. 

Holy water from Lourdes is not a mineral water within the 
meaning of the Tariff Act, but is free of duty under paragraph 614 
of the Tariff as a crude mineral not specially provided for. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 


According to a recent Circular of the United States Treasury 
Free Entry of Department, articles of foreign origin or manu- 
anon te facture upon which duty has been paid upon 
emg ~<A their first importation into the United States 
Foreign * may, under certain conditions, be exported 
therefrom, and thereafter be re-imported free of duty, if not 
advanced in value or improved in condition abroad. Each article 
should be presented for registration before it is exported, and 
satisfactory evidence furnished that the duty was properly paid on 
the first importation. A certificate will thereupon be issued to the 
owner entitling an article to free re-importation. 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 


Adverting to previous notices which have appeared in this Journal 
on the subject of the Philippine Tariff Act of 


from the 8th March lost, it is to be noted that, 
Gusel Heeies according to a recent Circular of the United 


Rat States Treasury Department, the Secretary for 
of War has words coming directly 

ect Noyase. from said islands to the United States,” which 
occur in that Act, as meaning a continuous voyage in one bottom, 
of goods declared at the time of shipment to be destined for a port 
of the United States. It is not to be understood as referring to 
the course actually taken by the vessel, or to the number or location 
of the ports at which the vessel may touch on the way. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


Flul. 


The Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of we have 
. received a communication from the Acting 

Assistant Colonial Secretary at Suva, stating 
oh that the Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Line 
the Po pyr ony of Steamers which ply between Vancouver, 
Brisbane, and Sydney, have now resumed call- 


ing at the Port of Suva, both when northward and southward 
bound. 
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EGYPT. 

A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Reduction in the Ambassador at Paris, to the effect that he has 
Seid Canel received a letter from the President of the Suez 
Transit Dues Canal Company, stating that the Conseil 
*  d@’Administration of the Company at a meeting 
held on the Ist inst, decided that from the 1st January, 1903, the 

Canal transit dues shall be reduced by 50 centimes per ton. 


ITALY. 
H.M. Consul at Rome reports that another important projected 
: railway line is the Central Umbria, connecting 
se neni several large towns, such as Perugia, which is 
nstruction. in one of the richest agricultural districts in the 
neighbourhood of Rome, with Terni, the seat of the chief iron and 
steel works in Italy. The new line will open a large tract of 
country, whose supplies have up to the present had to be conveyed 
to the consuming centres by road. The scheme for this railway 
has met with great public favour, and as Government and the 
various municipalities concerned intend subsidising the line, there 
is every hope of its soon being built and opened to the public. 

The need of direct communication between Civita-Vecchia, which 
is the outport of Rome, and the inland central districts, has 
suggested the idea of a railway line from the coast to Orte. The 
Government and the various municipal authorities interested in 
the matter have promised to contribute yearly subsidies to its 
construction. British exporters of coal, and pig and other iron, 
for the Terni works, will benefit by the new line, as there will be a 

direct conveyance of goods from the Civita-Vecchia pier inland. 


In the same report the British Vice-Consul at Civita-Vecchia states 
that unfortunately the proposed harbour im- 
do appear to be carried out 
ae 2 = Wit. eat activity. Hardly any progress has 
the building of new 
breakwater, which is to extend as far as the existing outer 
breakwater (antimurale), and thus close the southern entrance of 
the port. The work was interrupted during winter on account of 
bad weather, but it was not taken up again during summer, and 
unless more hands are employed and more work done every year, it 
is doubted whether the proposed alterations will be completed within 
the prescribed term of five years. Part of the new railroad which 
is to connect the port with the station has been laid down, but it 
cannot be put to any practical use before it has been extended to 
the pier, where lighters can approach and the goods be unloaded 
into railway trucks and conveyed directly to the station. The 
discharging of ships at this port is still attended with great delay, 
and trade is not-likely-te-improve-before-these- harbour works are 
finished. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,896.) 
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MEXICO. 
In connection with the notice on p. 507 of the “ Board of Trade 
. Journal” of the 11th inst., with reference to 
Establishment of 114 establishment of a monthly mail service 


Ansa awe ae between certain ports on the Gulf of Mexico, 
the Board of Trade have received, through the 
the Gulf of Foreign Office, the text of the contract between 
Mexico. the Mexican Government and the North German 


Lloyd Steamship Line, a translation of which 
may be seen by those interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament 
Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


VENEZUELA. 
In connection with the blockade of the line of coast which embraces 
the mouth of the Orinoco, and the closing to 


rts Commerce and navigation of the Ports of 
Ineffective Guiria, Cano Colorado, and La Vela de Coro, 


declared by the Venezuelan Government against 
the insurgents, the Board of Trade have received a note from the 
Foreign Office to the effect that H.M. Government have declined 
to recognise the blockade as effective. 


BRAZIL. 
H.M. Consul at Bahia, in a recent report to the Foreign Office, 
states that the Bahia and San Francisco 


r ae . Railway, which was built by British subjects 
wea min 1858 and owned by a British company, was 


finally handed over to the Federal Government 
on 80th June last, in accordance with the terms of purchase, and 
by them immediately leased to a syndicate for a term of seven 
ears. 

The old company were only able to pay their way, thanks to 
the official guarantee of 7 per cent. per annum, and the new 
lessees have obtained highly advantageous terms. Strict economy 
is now being practised wherever possible. The whole of the 
experienced and able British staff has left the country and their 
posts have been filled by Brazilians who have undertaken the work 
at much reduced salaries. 

In November a branch line of the Nazareth Railway was 
inaugurated between the stations of St. Miguel and Nora Lage, a 
distance of 12 miles, and, notwithstanding the impoverished state 
of the Treasury, work is proceeding with the remaining 27 miles 
requisite to complete this branch. Once the line be completed 
-one of the richest coffee sections of the State will be brought into 
direct communication with Bahia. 
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It is interesting to note that sufficient rolling-stock and material 
of various kinds for a line of three times the size were actually 
purchased and paid for when work first commenced. The greater 
part of the ro!ling-stock was put together in Rio de Janeiro from 
parts ordered in the United States. and stamped with the name of 
the Rio Company. ‘The rails were likewise purchased in the 
United States. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,888.) 


JAPAN. 

H.M. Consul at Nagasaki reports that dredging and reclamation 
Harbour have been steadily carried on during the past 
™ connection with the harbour improve- 
. : ment scheme, and a large area has been filled 
agasaki. in at the head of the harbour and in front of 
the Island of Deshima, it being estimated that seven-tenths of the 
total reclamation is now complete. A portion of the foreshore 
adjoining the Custom-house has also been filled in, and sheds 
erected thereon to facilitate the handling of cargo. It is 
anticipated that, on the completion of the work of reclamation, 
the station of the Kiushiu Railway Company will be moved to a 
site nearer the town, its present situation being inconveniently 

remote. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,899.) 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The “South Australian Government Gazette” of the 31st July 
last contains a notice which states that the 


yess for mig following rewards will be given for the discovery 
Pos oe, . and working within the State of a deposit or 
Pom iy ral deposits of marketable mineral manure, as 


under :— 

1. Five hundred pounds if found on Crown lands ; 250/. if found 
on freehold lands. 

2. If found on Crown lands, the discoverer will be entitled to a 
lease of the land upon which the discovery is made, in terms of 
Part vi. of the Crown Lands Act of 1888, providing for a lease of 
640 acres for 21 years. 

3. The above reward will be payable to the discoverer at the 
Treasury, Adelaide, on the certificate of the Professor of Agricul- 
ture that the following conditions have been complied with :— 

(1) That the deposit is easily accessible, and within a reasonable 
distance of a railway or seaport, and not within 25 miles of any 
discovery on account of which any bonus has been paid. 

(2) That the deposit is sufficiently abundant and is available at 
a price which will allow of it being remuneratively used for agri- 
cultural purposes. 
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(3) That the product is of a good marketable quality, averaging 
not less than 40 per cent. of phosphate of lime: Provided, however, 
should a phosphate of a lower average composition be discovered, 
the Professor of Agriculture may recommend that a portion of the 
reward be granted. 

(4) That the terms of payment will be } (one-fifth) on the pro- 
duction of the first 200 tons; the remaining ¢ (four-fifths) to be 
paid } (one-fifth) on production of each additional 200 tons. 

Applications, addressed to the Minister for Agriculture, Adelaide, 
bso be received up to and including the 31st day of December, 
1902. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to a report recently issued by the Director-General of 
dsiatiton af Statistics, Calcutta, the total quantity of salt pro- 
Salt in 1901 duced in India in 1901 was 30,000,000 maunds 

* (1,102,546 tons). This quantity was supple- 
mented by 14,000,000 maunds (517,686 tons) of imported salt, 

the total quantity produced and imported amounting to 44,000,006 

maunds (1,620,232 tons). From two-thirds to three-fourths of 

the quantity annually consumed are produced in India. Im- 

portation is practically limited to salt landed in Bengal and 

Burma, from England, Germany, other countries in Europe, Aden, 

Muscat, Jeddah, and some Egyptian sorts in the Red Sea. Onty 

a very insignificant quantity is imported elsewhere than in 

Bengal and Burma, but there is also a trifling trans-Himalayan 

import, 

Rather more than half the production of salt in 1901 was made 
by the Government for sale to the public, but this was an 
exceptionally large proportion, the quantity produced by manu- 
facturers having for some years previously exceeded the quantity 
produced in the State factories. ; 

The following table shows the quantity and value of satt 
produced in the several districts of India in the last two years :— 


Quantity. Value. 

1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 

Maunds. Maunds. Rupees. Rupees. 

Burma ese 567,159 605,624 7,48,000 8,63,942 
Northern India... ...| 5,186,658 | 11,026,769 6,39,259 20,28,821 
9,877 9,877* 1,612 1,612* 
Sind ... 293,637 310,725 27,528 29,130 
Bombay... 12,529,259 8,817,442 14,59,049 9,51,942 
Madras ose ove .».| 8,772,140 9,243,079 17,02,847 17,47,271 
Total nae ...| 27,358,730 | 30,013 516 45,78,295 56,22,728 


* Figures for 1900 repeated, the figures for 1901 not having been received. 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


‘The “ Engineering and Mining Journal” of the 16th ult. publishes 
Pr oduction of 2 article stating that the natural abrasive 
cemser<mmciag materials produced in the United States consist 


of oilstones and whetstones, grindstones, pulp- 
1901 = stones, millstones, pumice, infusorial earth, 
: crystalline quartz, garnet, corundum, and 


emery. The supply of oilstones and whetstones is obtained from 
’ Arkansas, Indiana, Ohio, New York, Vermont and New Hampshire. 
‘The production in 1901 was valued at 158,300 dols. against 
174,087 dols. in 1900. Grindstones are obtained almost entirely 
from Ohio and Michigan. Pulpstones (used for grinding wood 
pulp for paper making) are made from a “ Berea grit” quarry at 
Tippecanoe, Ohio. The production of grindstones and pulpstones 
_in 1901 was valued at 586,703 dols., a decrease from 710,026 dols. 
in 1900. 
Millstones to the value of 57,179 dols. were made in 1901 from 
_a quartz conglomerate rock quarried in Ulster County, New York ; 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and Montgomery County, 
Virginia. 
_ Pumice, or volcanic ash, is found in Nebraska, South Dakota, and 
Utah, but the exploitation of the deposits has not been successful 
owing to the distance from the large markets and the inability to 
compete with that imported from Sicily. 
The output of infusorial earth, including a so-called “ tripoli ” 
(a porous siliceous rock) from Newton County, Missouri, amounted 
to 4,000 short tons (of 2,000 lbs.), valued at 52,950 dols. 
. Abrasive garnet is used in the manufacture of grinding wheels 
and “ garnet paper,” a superior quality of sandpaper. The produc- 
_tion in 1901 amounted to 4,444 short tons, valued at 158,100 dols., 
as compared with 3,185 short tons, worth 123,475 dols. in 1900. 
Corundum and emery are put upon the market in three forms— 
-as grains of powder, as emery paper, and as wheels and blocks of 
various shapes and sizes. The total amount of emery and 
corundum produced in the United States in 1901 was 4,305 short 
tons, valued at 146,040 dols., as compared with 4,305 short tons, 
valued at 102,715 dols. in 1900. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office, the British Commercial 
: Agent at Chicago quotes the following state- 
‘Ironand Steel from “The Iron and Trade Review ” with 


“<< regard to the extent of the new capacity now 
being provided in the United States for the production of iron 


and steel :— 

“Blast furnaces under construction in the United States, 34, 
with estimated annual capacity of 4,300,000 tons. Blast furnaces 
now being remodelled and enlarged, or scon to be reconstructed, 12. 


i 
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Additional capacity thus provided, about 1,650 tons a day, or 
600,000 tons a year. Total estimated addition to blast furnace 
capacity, all expected to be available before the end of 1903, 
4,900,000 tons a year. 

“ Open-hearth furnaces under construction, 103, with a daily 
capacity of 8,900 tons, and an annual capacity of. about 2,700,000 
tons. Open-hearth furnaces planned, 15, with daily capacity of 
1,380 tons, or about 400,000 tons annually. Open-hearth furnaces 
building for steel foundries, 21, with a daily capacity of 650 tons, 
or about 200,000 tons a year. Total additional open-hearth 
capacity available by the close of 1903, 3,300,000 tons a year. 

“ New sheet mills under construction, 67, with an annual 
capacity of 200,000 tons. 

“New tin plate mills under construction by independent 
interests, 59, with an annual capacity of 120,000 tons. 

“The list of miscellaneous finishing mills under construction 
includes five modern plate mills, with annual capacity of 500,000 
tons, new tube, bar, hoop, wire and structural mills of a capacity 
difficult to estimate, but, judging from the capacity of connected 
open-hearth furnaces, probably equivalent to 1,250,000 to 1,500,000 
tons of finished material a year, a small portion of it to be in 
operation in 1902, and all of it probably by the end of 1903.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,894.) 


AGRICULTURE, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Cain Sites from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
; the week ended the 13th inst., were as follow :— 
For further particulars see p, 565. 


A statement is published on p. 566, showing the quantities of 
Imports of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
imported into the United Kingdom during the 


cultural Produce. ook ended the 13th inst. as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


4 . 
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TURKEY. 


Phe Board of Trade through a 
mr copy of a despatch from H.M. Ambassador at 
Constantinople, stating that a “note verbale” 
Citta donee the has been received by the Foreign Missions in 
Vilayet of Constantinople from the Sublime Port to the 
in aly effect that, owing to local requirements, the 
exportation of wheat, maize, and barley from 

the vilayet of Scutari is prohibited until further notice. 


MEXICO. 


The “Bulletin Commercial” (Brussels) of the 13th inst. states 

that, according to a communication from the 

Sugar Industry. Belgian Consul at Mexico City, an institution 

under the name of the “‘ Mexican Sugar Planters’ 

Exchange” has been established for the purpose of encouraging the 

cultivation of sugar by studying the most economical methods for 

its manufacture, and by publishing statistics which will be of use 
to sugar manufacturers. 


BRAZIL. 


The United States Consul-General at Rio de Janiero, in a recent 
report, gives the following figures of the coffee 


Coffee Crop of 
production of Brazil for the harvest year closed 
on 30th June, 1902 :— 
Bags.* 
Received in the port of Rio... ... 4,971,686 


Received in the port of Santos... —.... 10,149,327 


Total in the two ports... .-- 15,121,013 
The receipts of the other ports (Victoria, Bahia, Pernambuco, 
&c.) will be sufficient to make up a total of 16,000,000 bags. 
The present harvest, the marketing of which commenced on 
Ist July of this year, may be estimated at 10,000,000 bags. 
Statements have been made to the effect that the harvest will be 
much less than this quantity, whilst, on the other hand, it is also 
reported that the harvest will be a great deal more. At present, 
there are no figures obtainable which are absolutely reliable. 
Coffee is now the subject of very active speculation, and prices, 
low as they are, are to a great extent upheld by speculators. The 
visible supplies in Europe, as well as in the United States, are more 
than sufficient to cover a year’s consumption. If the new crop (the 
harvest of 1903), which will be in bloom about the end of October 
and then be susceptible of estimates, should turn out, as it is likely, 


* Of 132 lbs, 
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BRAZ\|L—continued. 


to be a good one, a considerable decrease in the prices seems inevi- 
table. This would naturally bring about a decrease in exchange 
and in the irredeemable Brazilian paper currency. 


The United States Consul at Para reports that the Brazilian nut 
crop for 1902 is nearly all in the hands of the 
Nut Crop. dealers or in transit from the fields, and an 
accurate estimate of the total can be made. 
‘The crop is nearly double the combined output of the two previous 
years. The quality has also been unusually good, and the supply 
has been so judiciously handled that there has been neither a glut 
nor a shortage in the market during the season. Prices have ruled 
firm throughout, and at no time has any stock accumulated. The 
demand from the United States. increases steadily. In 1900 the 
United States took 44 per cent. of the crop and Europe the 
remainder. In 1901 the United States imported 50 per cent. of 
the crop, and this year that country’s purchases amounted to 55 
per cent. 

The total shipments of nuts from the Amazon up to 15th July 
have been 6,871 tons, of which Manaos shipped 3,778 tons and 
Para 3,093 tons. The most conservative estimates of the remainder 
of the crop place it at about 300 tons, thus making a total for the 
crop of 1902 of about 7,200 tons. The crop of 1900 was 2,514 tons ; 
that of 1901, 2,808 tons. 


MISCELLANEOUS, 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


On the whole employment shows some falling-off compared with a 

State of the year ago, though there is an improvement in 

Labour Market the woollen and worsted industries and in some 

branches of the iron trade. Compared with 

— July there has been a decline in employment 

in the shipbuilding and cotton trades, but some improvement in 
coal mining. 

In the 222 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
551,565, making returns to the Board of Trade, 24,549-{or 4°5 
per cent.) were reported as unemployed at the end of August, as 
compared with 40 per cent. in July, and 3°9 per cent. in the 216 
unions, with a membership of 543,971, from which returns were 
received for August, 1901. The mean percentage of unemployed 
noo 9 at the end of August during the ten years 1892-1901 
was 4°4, 

The above statement is based on 2,291 returns, viz.: 1,162 from 
Employers, 566 from Trade Unions, and 563 from other sources. 

B 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 11th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 13,317 and the number imported during the 
37 weeks ended the 11th inst. was 2,371,312. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 11th 
inst., 5,281 bales, and for the 37 weeks, 341,555. 
For further details see p. 565. 


The values of the total quantity of fish returned as landed on 
. saa the coasts of the British Isles during the month 
Fishery Statistics. of August, 1902, were as follow :— 


£ 
English and Welsh Coasts ... one a 529,462 
Scotch Coasts pos 538,641 
Trish Coasts ... 23,330 


Detailed statistics showing the kinds of fish landed, and givin 
particulars for the eight months ended August, will be foun 
for England and Wales on p. 567, for Scotland on p. 568, and for 
Ireland on p. 569. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, a 

Indi copy of a report on the working of the Indian 

inatatliins Merchandise Marks Act during the year 

Marks Act, 1901-2, drawn up by the collectors of Customs 

at Bombay and Karachi (Sind), which may be 

seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 

Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have ee —- the Foreign Office, 
. copy of a despatch from the British Commercial 
at Moscow, stating that the Russkia 
Siendiinie mane, Viedomosti” and other papers of August 11th/ 
"24th published an order of the Acting Minister 
aaeete of the Russian Marine, recommending as an 
unfailing rule that all warships should be fur- 
nished with materials mm articles produced or manufactured 
exclusively in Russia. Vessels constructed abroad, as also those 
engaged in foreign cruises, must adhere to the same rule, excep- 
tions to be made only in extreme cases when the materials required 
are not to be obtained locally, or when prices are too high, or 
when on account of distance it is impossible to obtain the required 
article in due time from Russian ports. 
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NORWAY. 


A despatch dated 4th inst. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
of from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
the Food Pre- @Porting that at a meeting lately held in 

: Stavanger, a combination of the food preserving 
Factories. 

asd factories was decided upon. It was stated that 

the object was not to force up prices, but to obtain uniformity of 

nomenclature, weight, and prices. At the same time the prices of 
some of the more important productions were, to a very slight 
degree, raised. 

It was further decided that the directors should consider the 
advisability of invoking State control for the factories with a view 
to allaying suspicions that the public entertained with regard to 
certain articles; also that the Government should be approached on 
the question of beri-beri ; and the possibility of raising the duty on 
meat; or at least of the abolition of importation of preserved 
goods for transit business, which afforded facilities for foreigners 
to supply their goods to ships. 

The agreement arrived at applies only to Norwegian firms, but it 
is in contemplation to approach foreign firms later. 


GERMANY. 


According to a statement made by the Director-General of Cus- 
Proofs required in the “Hamburgische Boérsenhalle,” 
that hers on reproduced in the “ North German Gazette” of 

eae Vests ie the 3rd inst., during last winter large quantities 

t of Canadi of wheat of Canadian origin, mixed with a 
ate considerable quantity of wheat from the United 
Guige. States, have reached Hamburg vid New York, 

and the New York buyers have left the Hamburg consignees in 
the dark as to its origin. It has therefore been determined 
that in the future, in respect to all consignments of wheat, rye, 
hay, barley and peas, which come direct from the North 

Atlantic ports of America as far as Philadelphia, including the 
harbours on the great lakes connected with the St. Lawrence, 
and have to pass the Customs in Hamburg, proof must be given 

that they do not come from Canada. Cargoes now in transit will 

be affected by these regulations. Proof must be given not only by 

American certificates of origin, issued before shipment, but also 

by the production in Hamburg of all documents (ships’ papers, 

invoices, bills of lading, commercial correspondence, &c.) which 
can prove that the grain is not Canadian. ct 


B2 
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FRANCE—NEW CALEDONIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 566 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 20th March last, H.M. Consul 
Trade in 1901. at New Caledonia, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that the total trade of 
New Caledonia in 1901 amounted in value to 989,5111., as com- 
pared with 833,278/. in 1900. 
The total imports and exports in 1900 and 1901 were as 
follows :— 


| 1900. 1901. 
486,490 547,277 
weal 833.278 989,511 


The following table shows the value of the principal imports 
into New Caledonia in the year 1901 :— 


1901, 
£ 

Liquors ove ove ose ose ove 91,206 
Manufactured fabrics, clothing and linen cloth... 62,844 
Watches, jewellery, worked metal goods... ij 57,877 

(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,891.) 


BULGARIA. 


With reference to the new regulations as to invoices for goods 
stench imported into Bulgaria, which came into force 
— ws on the 14th inst., the Board of Trade have 
ends enter received, through the Foreign Office, a copy of 
ering a despatch from H.M. Acting Consul-General 
ae rene at Sofia, stating that the gross and net weights 
required are those of each case, cask, bale, &., with its contents, 
and not those of each individual parcel of goods which may be 
packed in such cases, &c., and that so long as approximate weights 
are given, considerable latitude would be allowed. ‘The really 
important point of the regulations is that the invoices should be 
signed by the issuing firm. In connection with the invoices of 
Limited Liability Companies, the Consul is informed that invoices 
signed “for and on behalf of the company” by the secretary or 
assistant secretary will be accepted by the Customs authorities. 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 37 Weeks ended 11th September, 1902. __ 


Week ended | 37 Week® |! Week ended | 57 weeks 
1th Sept. |,, |! 11th Sept., | ,, 
1902.” | 11th Sept., 1902.” | 11th Sept., 
1902, 1902, 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
8,967 1,789,745 2,469 210,633 
Brazilian eee eee eee 193,425 1,374 18,219 
East Indian... ... on 1,602 50,208 1,208 23,649 
Bgyptian 100 292,371 110 84,762 
Miscellaneous eee eee 2,648 45,563 48 4,292 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 13th September, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1&82. 


Average Price, 


Wheat, Barley. Oats. 


oR 
to & 


d 
Week ended 13th September, 1902 27 10 | 27 


Corresponding week in— 
1895 eee eee eee eee eee eee 22 7 
6 
1899 eee eee eee eee eee eee 25 4 2 
1900 ... 4 1 
1901 eee ore eee eee eee eer 26 2 4 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that. 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 

Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
13th September, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
13th Sept. ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number. 10018 7,146 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef... ose Cwts. 68,211 62,523 
Pork 10,066 15,617 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... x 14,826 11,072 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanbysalting 14,877 8,346 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Milk, fresb,in cansor¢crums ... ... 30 
19,433 19,92 
» preserved, otherkinds ... 12 
Eggs ... ait Grt, Hundr. 387,38 422,475 
Poultry and game ... Value £ 8,092 1,374 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) et x wts, 19,370 8,198 
Corn, grain, meal aid flour :— 
Wheat-meal end flour... we 390,418 411,000 
Peas 34,4038 35,800 
Beans ooo oon 85,346 139,200 
Maize orIndiancom  .. «. 697,637 1,271,£00 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples... Cwts. 47,156 5,504 
Apricots and peaches... 2 29 
Bananas ... Bunches. 71,193 51,037 
28 
” 18,568 27,977 
Plums ove woe 22,016 6,419 
Hops ... soe ooo wts. 1,988 530 
Vegetables, raw 
Onions... one Bushels, 164,309 229,882 
Cwts, 36,114 37,804 
Tomatces ... woe 18,823 21,433 
Cwts, 196 1,453 
Preserved by canning ... 4,371 5,724 


* Not shown in 1901. 
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Fishery Statistics—England and Wales. 

Torat Quantity and Vatve of Fisu landed on the and WeELsH 
Coasts during the Month and Eight Months ended 31st August, 
1902, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1901. 

Eight Months ended 
August. 
1902. | 1901. 1902. 1901. 
QuanrTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 

5,568 6,993 50,941 50,650 

5,255 3,583 37,473 35,890 

Prime fish not separately distinguished ine 647 1,832 7,462 13,755 

Total prime fish 13,280 13,778 111,834 111,241 
ose ove 85,648 39,641 736,856 424,466 

Conger Eels ... wal 3,907 ° 32,454 

Dabs .. 6,991 * 55,785 

164,482 || 1,294,025 | 1,546,756 

4,974 $,935 366,149 335 435 

67,030 906,051 536,568 

Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 

Total 979,187 |. 736,769 5,868,301 | 4,784,994 

Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs a 298,681 || 5,188,682 | 4,977,817 

Oysters... | 5,208,000 | 2,950,000 || 22,163,000 | 22,579,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts, 
23,986 26,381 233,201 247,975 
VALUE. 

36,953 52,022 351,062 369,332 
Prime fish not separately distinguishea is 675 6,611 |; 18,704 43,019 
Total prime fish | (59,870 75,252 || 557,121 599,502 

Conger Eels 2,583 bd 25,639 

= 2,584 * 27,038 

Halibut 20,872 10,654 178,884 142,027 

wee ove 121,956 89,509 213,463 194,071 

Lemon So'es .. ‘ 8,108 66,133 

4,933 4,481 50,96 44,966 
Mackerel 3,775 3,490 267,742 233,202 
9,610 7,923 11,643 9,56. 

79,098 75,224 689,664 605,706 

Sprats -- 3,490 3,828 

not se’ i e] 

_ 36,176 81,689 246,555 619,235 
Total 499,749 | 516,441 || 8,928,915 | 5,018,386 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs 5,203 4,847 54,573 52,995 
5,859 5,652 24,987 25,043 
8,457 6,249 53,538 68,201 
10,194 9,990 69,672 76,542 
Total 29,713 26,738 202,720 #22,731 
Total value of fish landed ...| 529,462 543,179 || 4,181,635 | 4,235,167 
Nors.—The figures for 1902 are subject to correction in the Annual Return. In consequence of 
changes in the method of collecting the statistics the figures for 1902 are not strictly comparable 
with those for the previous year. The values given are the actual values returned by the local 
officers at each place. 
* Included under “ Fish not separately distinguished, except Shell Fish,” in this year. 
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Fishery Statistics.—Scotland. 


Sratement of the Quantity and of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Scorrish Coasts during the Month and Eight Months 
ended 31st sl 1902, compared with the corresponding Periods 


of the Year 190 
ight Months ended 
August. Big’ ‘August. 
1902. 1901. 1902. 1901. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. 

Flounder Fiaice, Bil 5,939 | || | 0,207 
73,811 57,593 533,077 508,439 
| |) 974696 | 184,574 

5,830- 5,252 56,419 61,588 

1 
9,163 7,730 || 102,452 81,516 

oe on eee 4,115 7,764 46,460 53,091 
Total | 21882,485 | 1,597,924 || 5,841,463 | 5,981,969 
0. No. No. Ne 
145 2,540 4,105 

Other 4,662 3,769 41,099 44,338 

3 
Soles 5,913 7,316 32,505 8,808 

11,049 10,981 153,558 

ounder, 7,167 11,892 78,907 84,162 
25,164 31,544 322,185 | 313,972 | 
Halibut aoe ove ove 5,058 8,616 36,67 44,157 
Herrings 468,523 | 333,106 || 1,292,448 | 973,065 

Baith (Coal Fish) 791 633 9,257 7,891 

176 126 2,159 2,307 
ting 2,254 2,645 35,802 30,180 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 

874 1,797 18,468 16,743 
Total ... 582,525 | 414,897 || 2,046,269 | 1,723,530 
Shell fish :— 

1,385 1.089 14,686 14,903 
094 3,421 23,033 231087 

ove ove ove ove 
312 341 2,933 3,665 
1,312 1,141 10,947 13,239 

6,116 5,992 52711 | 56,571 
Total value of fish landed... _... 538,641 420,889 || 2,098,980 | 1,780,001 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 
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Fishery Statistics.—Ireland. 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatve of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Inish Coasts during the Month and Eight Months 
ended 31st Cagney 1902, compared with the corresponding Periods 
of the Year 1901. 


ht Months ended 
August. Fig ‘August. 


1902, | 1901. || 1902. | 1902. 


QUANTITY. 
weet pen 394 3,239 2,509 
Total prime fish 597 424 4,038 3,422 

Conger 476 10,629 | 18,705 
be ave 509 5,234 6,394 
Herrings 26,755 | 22,619 || 109,711 | 137,907 

ts eco ove 1,120 235 2,078 312 


Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish || 3,436 | 5,520 || 45,730 | 35,215 
Total | 48,014 | 37,865 |] 369,833 | 485,809 


Lobsters | | || 145,261 | 193,607 
Mussels 374 Ovts. 

VALvE. 

Soles 1,506 1,193 || 12,502 7,899 

Turbot 342 2/691 23685 

Total prime fish . ae 2,076 1,535 15,193 10,583 

Conger Eel ‘ ese 417 * * 

2,048 1,415 || 65,692 | 83,406 


iting 58 9,235 | 5, 
Fish not separately distineuished, except shell fish ... 2,127 3,862 $2,870 25,099 
Total | 21,603 17,914 187,213 | 190,795 


Crabs ... ooo ese ove ose 178 202 648 758 

Other shell fish ... ove ove 279 216 3,521 3,257 


Total eee bee 1,727 2,055 9,474 10,082 
Total value of fishlanded ... | 28,330 19,969 196,687 | 200.877 
Nore.—The above figures ar2 subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 


are the actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
* Included under “ Fish not separately distinguished, except shell fish” prior to lst June, 1902. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 843d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country), and, in the second volume, details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th inst. :— 
State of the Labour Market in August ; Housing of the Working 
Classes— Report of Committee ; Trades Union 
on the Strikes and Lock-outs of 1901, and on Conciliation and 
Arbitration Boards, Changes in Rates of Wages and Hours of 
Labour in 1901; Proceedings under the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Acts and Employers’ Liability Act in 1901; Irish Migratory 
Labourers in 1902; Legal Case affecting Labour, &c., &c. 

FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,898. Bangkok and District, 1901. 


Increase in trade over 1900 
of 1,507,994. 

Large export of rice, teak 
and pepper. 

Increased import of iron, 
steel and machinery. 

Particulars as to tenders. 

Statement of percentage of 
trade of countries dealing with 
Siam. 


British and other shipping. 

Unsettled state of Chinese 
coolie labourers. 

Communication and trans- 

rt. 

Buildings. 

Opening for a better system 
of waterworks, 

Returns of import, export 
and shipping in 1900-1. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,899. Nagasaki, 1901. 


Trade during last five years. British and other shipping. 
Decreased import of raw Shipbuilding. 

cotton and metals. Public works. 
Increased importof kerosene, Population. 

provisions and sugar. Returns of import, export 
Sugar, tariff classification. and shipping in 1900-1. 


Exports of coal. 

No. 2,900. Hakodate. 
Decrease in trade of 34,3481. average number of skins taken 
Progress of work on the dry _ per ship. 


dock. Railway construction. 
Shipping of Muroran and Population. 

Otaru. Foreign residents. 
Hokkaido mining output. Returns of import, export 


Sealing fleet, decrease in the and shipping in 1900-1. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 
Reports from the following British Colonies have been issued 
since the last number of the *‘ Board of Trade Journal,” viz. :— 
No. 361. Sierra Leone. 
No. 362. British Honduras. 
No. 363. Turks and Caicos Islands. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Statistical Abstract relating to British India from 1891-92 to 
1900-01. [Cd. 1,286.] Price 1s. 3d. 


This is the 36th number of this Abstract, which is issued 
annually by the India Office, and contains in a summary form 
official statistics relating to the average population, finance, trade, 
commerce, agriculture, railways, &c., of British India. In the 
present issue new tables have been added relating to Colonial 
expenditure by the Government, ways and means, famine relief, 
gold reserve fund, merchandise marks, vessels built and registered 
in India, vital statistics, &. A statement of the rates of import 
duty levied in British India, corrected up to 3lst July, 1902, is 
appended to the volume. 


Imperial Institute. Indian Section. Annual Report for the year 
1901-2. 1,282.] Price 54d. 


This return contains reports on the work of the Indian Section 
of the Imperial Institute during the year ended 31st March, 1902, 
together with reports on enquiries conducted for the Government 
of India in the Scientific and Technical Department of the 
Institute, as well as correspondence between the India Office, the 
Government of India, and the Imperial Institute, respecting the 
work of the Indian Section. 
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1902. 


Government Publications. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. No. Place, Price 
EUROPE— 2819 | German East Africa...1901| 1}d. 
Austria-Hungary: 2845 | Germany 24d. 
2852 | Austria-Hungary _ ...1901 2748 | Estimates of German “En- 
2857 | Bohemia gy pire for1902... 1d. 
2896 | Fiume ... 2774 | Pomerania... 1901 34d. 
2762 | Trieste ... 2751 | Prussian Estimates for 
1902-03... 1d. 
Bulgaria: 2745 | Samoa ... os .-1901} $d. 
2827 | Bulgaria ows +1961 572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 
of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
Denmark : 573 plementary report on 
2739 ical Instruction and 
2829 Industries in 
Germany .. soe] 
France and Colonies: 574 | Prussian Rail ways 3d. 
2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901 575 | German Iron trade in 1900 
2817 | Bordeaux --.1901 and 1901 ... 3G. 
2805 | Brest ... 
2768 | Calais ... Greece: 
2806 | Cherbourg... 2788 | Cyclades +1901) 1d. 
2784 | Corsica ... 2800 | Ionian Ielands... 
2808 | Dunkirk ove ove 2760 | Morea ... ooo mn a 
2737 | France "1900 2775 | Pirzeus ... ove _ 
2876 | French ‘Guinea, ‘1899 & 1900 2764 | Thessaly 1d, 
2834 | French Indo-China ...1901 576 | Mineral Resources of Greece 103d. 
2821 | Hamburg ose a> 
2754 | Havre ... peo pre Italy: 
2855 | Marseilles 2801 | Elba... 1900-01) 1d. 
2765 | Nantes ... 2820 | Genoa ... 23d. 
2786 | Nice... 99 2865 | Lecce Province | One. 
2891 | New Caledonia 2809 | Leghorn | 
2823 | Pondicherry and Kari- 2773 | Lombardy... | 
kal... 2744 | Naples |) 48d. 
2815 | Réunion os eee 2864 |< South Italy (Supple- 
2866 | Senegal... mentary) ... | 234. 
2877 | Society Islands es 2896 | Rome and District ... ,, | 2d. 
2887 | Sicily ... 
German Empire and Colonies: 
2816 | Baden ... ALS 1901 Netherlands and Colonies: 
2783 | Bavaria... 2761 | Amsterdam ... 1d. 
2769 | Chemnitz 2883 | Dutch Guiana... 
2892 | Dantzig... i ayes 2863 | Java .... 13d. 
2851 Frankfort-on-Main 2882 | Netherlands Finances) 
2758 | German Colonial Estimates 1901-2] 2d. 
for 1902... Norway: 
2790 | German Colonies ...1900-01 2873 | Norway 1901] 23d, 


| | 
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No. Place. Price | No. Place. Price 
Portugal and Colonies : 2872 | British Central Africa Pro- 
2799 | Beira ... +1901) 14d. tectorate ... ...1901-02 
2861 oes ot eee yy | 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901} 2d. 
2794 | 4d. |) 2818 | Independent State of the 
2811 Marques ... 1d. Congo .--1901) 1d. 
2890 | Oporto ... ot .--1901] 1d. || 2875 | Liberia... eae » | 04. 
2846 | Mozambique ... eee yy | 1d. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
2746 | Portugal «-.1900| (Egypt) hit 
2880 | Quilimane pr .1901) 3d. || 2742 | Somali Protectorate,| 
2812 | Tete... eee 1900-01} 2d. 
2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901| 2d. 
Roumania: 2893 | Zanzibar 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901| 13d. 
Russia: AMERICA, NORTH— 
2782 | Batoum... it 1901] 2d. United States of America: 
2897 | Finland 1d. || 2755 | Baltimore +1901) 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement). *"1900| 1d. || 2759 | Charleston... sss » | 24d. 
2750 (Agriculture)...1901| 13@.|| 2763 | Chicago 
2810 | Poland and Lithuania | 24¢.|| 2887 | Hawaii .. 
2860 | St. Petersburg... ... | 34d.) 2752 |New Orleans ... | 2d. 
2842 | Taganrog eee yy | 2781 | New York _... 
2358 | Oregon, Washington, 
Servia: and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901| 1d. || 2798 | Philadelphia ... ,, | 2d. 
2889 | Philippine Islands ... ,, | 1}d. 
: 2749 | Portland (Maine) ... ,, | 2d. 
2856 | Barcelona ...1901| 8d. || 2826 | Porto Rico ... ... ,, | 
2780 | Cadiz ... yy | 2d. || 2825 | San eee | 24a. 
2830 | Canary Islands eee | 2770 | Texas... 
2771 | Corunna coe gy: | 2894 |i United States... ... ,, | 14d. 
2824 | Malaga... 
579 | Mining Industry in Spain Mexico: 
during the year 1901 ...| 2d, \| 2853 | VeraCruz 13d. 
8 : AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
2879 |Gothenburg ... ---1901| 24d.|| 2776 | Costa Rica... 1d. 
2778 | Stockholm ene eee yy | 24d.|| 2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and 
1900-01] 3d. 
Turkey: 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana_...1901) 2d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2884 | Baghdad Argentine Republic: 
2836 | Beirut ... «s+ 9) | 1$¢.]| 2767 | Buenos Ayres ... 1901] 2d. 
2831 | Bengazi... ... 1900-01] 13d. 2793 | Rosario... =... yy | Ud. 
2835 | Bussorah +1901) 3d. 
2813 | Constantinople cons | Brazil: 
2832 | Damascus... see yy | 2d. || 2888 | Bahia and Sergipe ...1901} 1d. 
2792 | Erzeroum yy | 13d.) 2844 | Para... ooo | 
2822 | Palestine yy | 1d. || 2814 | Pernambuco ... ooo 99 | 
2854 | Smyrna... soot eee gy | 2859 | Porto Alegre ... coo | 134 
2766 Trebizond 1d. || 2740 | Sergipe... view ++-1900} 1d, 
578 | Trade and Economic ‘State 
of Vilayet of Tripoli $ 
during the past 40 years...| 1d. || 2885 | Chile * ++1901) 24d. 
2753 | Coquimbo +1900) 1d, 
AFRICA— 
577 | Agricultural Prospects of Colombia: Republic of 
the Plateawx of the Uganda! 2747 | Colombia (excepting 
Railway Led. Panama) 41901] 144. 
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No. Place. ese No. Place. Price 
Guatemala : 2779 | Samshui ae 
2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul- 2741 | Ssumao and Mengtse...1900| 1d. 
ture, &c. 1900 and 1901| 24d.|| 2839 | Swatow... ---1901| 1d. 
2870 | Wenchow 
Paraguay : 2840 Wuchow eee eee 99 1d. 
2886 | Paraguay ---1901| 3d. || 2802 | Wuhu ... 
Peru: Japan: 
2807 | Peru... ... L901} 23d.|| 2789 | Japan ... +1901} 2d. 
2°00 | Hakodate 
Uruguay: 2899 | Nagasaki 
2847 | Uruguay ---1901| 1}d.|| 2869 | North Formosa 
2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. ,, | 1d. 
Venezuela : 2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01) 2d. 
2833 | Caracas... --.1901| 1d. || 2841 | Yokohama... 01901} 14d. 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar 
Korea: 
ASIA— 2349 | Korea ... 33d. 
China: 
2777 | Amoy ... ..1901) 1d, Persia: 
2862 | Canton... | 1d. || 2803 | Persian Gulf 2d. 
2738 | Foochow obo ---1900) 1d. Siam: 
2850 ” eee +1901) 1d. || 2898 | Bangkok 13d. 
2795 | Hankow one 
2871 | Kiukiang 
2828 | Newchwang bee. PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2804 | Ningpo... ---1901| 1d, || 2848 | Friendly Islands +1901} 1d. 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
EUROPE— 
Belgium: 
7 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for 
the mutual surrender of fugitive criminals... one oe 1}d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... bee ose ok 4d. 
France: 
1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 nied 4d. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France respect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... 4d. 
Germany : 
8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 
spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika... 63d. 
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Price. 


ll 


AMERICA, NORTH— 
United States : 


Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 
Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ... 


AMERICA, souUTH— 
Brazil : 


Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... eee 


ASIA— 
Japan: 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and emai relative 
to China and Corea... ove ove 


Persia: 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia... ose 

to the Treaty Series, 1897-1 901° 


1d, 


4d. 


1d. 
3d, 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. . 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, H.C. :— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ove | 1s. 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands ove | 
348 ose ove ove 2d. 
349 British Guiana one eve ose 2d. 
350 St. Vincent ... ose ove 2d. 
351 Jamaica ete ose ove ove 83d. 
352 Cocos Islands... eee eos 
353 Southern Nigeria ooo | 
354 Bermuda ove ooo ote ooo] 
356 Falkland Islands 184. 
357 Northern Territories of the Gold Coast... soe oc] 
358 Malta ove see ove | 2d. 
360 Straits Settlements... ove 2d. 
361 Sierra Leone ... ove | 24d. 
362 British Honduras coe Sts 
863 Turks and Caicos Islands abe ove ees 2d, 


| 
6 
| 
4d. 
|_| 
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ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom. 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments. 


and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in thig 


be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 


be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs ; Excise and “ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to. Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 

< abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., §¢. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 


at the price of 1d. 


iswoode’s office for 
London, E.C., price 2}d. 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH | 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 7 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas. § 


concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 7 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was ree 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and @ 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information™ 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially | 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, ¥ 


country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended ® 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, @ 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the @ 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become @ 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall J 


information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 7 


The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through @ 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 7 
formation is conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 7 
of 1899, was issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly | 


* Parliamentary ~— C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and | 
sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, | 
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